
 
  



 
  April Egan Workday 

Seventeen of us were able to work at Camp Egan.  (Three more had to cancel due to change of plans.)  We painted 
walls and A/C Ducts, planted flower beds, cleaned gutters and landscape for the Director's home, cleaned out leaves 
from the swimming pool (and relocated 6 frogs to the river), spray washed the Founder's Cabin and thoroughly 
enjoyed each other's company.  Those lucky workers were Keith Barrick, James Bond, Will Freeman, Lloyd and 
Melanie Moden, Stacy Moffitt, Bob and Cheryl Parrish, Richard Ryan and Marcus and Marissa, Rodney and Connie 
Taylor, Bob Scarsdale, Tate Schneider, George and Rosilyn Warren.  We didn’t get too many pictures (too busy doing) 
until we stopped for lunch.  In addition to making a great difference for our camp, we had a wonderful time! 
  
Missions Coordinator  
George Warren, 
 
Tahlequah Area Habitat for Humanity 

Tahlequah Area Habitat for Humanity is currently 
building Habitat House #31 on Keetoowah between 
Choctaw and the 51 Bypass.  Both skilled and unskilled 
volunteers are needed to help paint the exterior and do 
finish work inside.  Interested people can go to the 
website www.tahlequahhabitat.org and sign up to 
volunteer or call Linda Cheatham, Director at 918-931-
7828.   
  
Celebrating 30 years of House Building! 
Linda Cheatham, Director 
director@tahlequahhabitat.org  
  
Office: 918-453-1332 
ReStore: 918-453-2720 
Rack: 918-453-0466 
 

 
A big thank you from 
Kelsey, Brandon, and 
new baby Tobias for 

showing support through 
a baby shower and 

prayer during Tobias' 
recent hospitalization. 



 

  



 
  

Hope Is Better Than Anything Uncertainty Puts In Front Of Us 

In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. 

1 Peter 1:3-4 

I have been with several family members and friends when they have received a devastating diagnosis. I have 
learned there’s nothing you can say to someone who just learned they have one year to live. There is no pep 
talk for someone who’s just been told they will likely never get out of the wheelchair. Sometimes the only 
appropriate response is to grab a hand and cry. 

I have also lived long enough to watch these family and friends stare into the face of uncertainty and choose 
hope. They have chosen to say, “Sure, the odds are against me, but God is not.” They have chosen to hope 
for an extra decade with their families or to imagine one more walk in the park. Why? Because choosing the 
way of hope is far better than anything uncertainty puts in front of us.  

We might not have faced anything as devastating as these things, but we have all faced the choice between 
hope and fear. Whether it is questions about what exactly will happen when we pass away or uncertainty 
about whether we will find love in our lives down the road, we have had to face the unknown. But when we 
stand at this intersection, fear tries to shrivel our hearts and shrink us down. Hope is the opposite, though it 
swells our hearts and makes us expand. Hope restores the life fear tries to steal. Yesterday already happened 
and tomorrow isn’t here yet. We only have today We’ve got people to encourage and another huge 
invitation to a life of love. We can either wring our hands about what we do not know, allowing fear to take 
over the moment, or we can choose hope and let love reign. The path is yours and mine to choose every day. 
What will it be for you today? I know I will choose HOPE.  

God Loves You and So Do I! 

Peace & Love Always, 

Pastor Shana 

 
 



 
  

“But me? I will hope. Always.” ~ Psalm 71:14 CEB 
 
In the Middle Ages the sea route to India seemed an impossibility. it was often discussed in the great 
economic and political centers of Europe. They used to wonder whether there would be a route around the 
bottom tip of Africa to that rich land of the spices. Many had tried and all had failed. The tip of Africa had 
become known as the Cape of Storms. 
 
Then an explorer called Vasco da Gama decided he was going to try again. He succeeded. Ever since he 
returned to Lisbon it could never be doubted again that it could be done. He proved that to use that 
treacherous way wasn't inevitably disastrous. The Cape of Storms eventually became known as the Cape of 
Good Hope. (1)  
 
Here are some questions to wrestle with: What paths are you carving because of the hope in Jesus Christ? 
How are you sowing seeds of Christ's love and grace? How are you being beacons of Christ in this world?  
 
I strive to live in hope that if we allow ourselves to receive God’s grace and love we ourselves become beacons 
of hope for those that need to see God’s grace and love. So, live in hope, when times are hard if we press on 
and press forward to help be kingdom builders then we will do amazing things for the kingdom of God.  
 
And now for something completely different.  
My last preaching Sunday will be June 5th. We will have two-week transition time we are going to have two 
amazing preachers come and share the word with us. Rev. Carol Cook-Moore who is the District 
Superintendent of the Northern Prairie District in the OKUMC.  
 
Then on the 19th, we will have Linda Tucker who is a Home Missioner. Home Missioners are laywomen and 
laymen who are called by God to be in a lifetime relationship in The United Methodist Church for 
engagement with a full-time vocation in ministries of love, justice, and service. Together we form a covenant 
community that is rooted in Scripture, informed by history, driven by mission, ecumenical in scope, and 
global in outreach. 
 
Shana and I are working on making our handoff as smooth as possible. We do not want to drop the baton. 
Please be patient with us we make this transition. Shana’s will be preaching on the June 26th and will take 
over officially as your Lead Pastor starting July 1. For these next few weeks let’s have some fun and run this 
portion of the race well.  
 
Hope you join us in worship in person or online.  
Peace be with you, 
Pastor Matt Franks  
 
Source: 1:  Editors, “Cape of Good Hope,” Britannica (Accessed 1/28/21); Shane Winser, “Vasco de Gamma,” BBC (2-17-11)  
 
 



 
  Thank you for giving to the Building Fund 

To all who have helped with the Narthex 
project and tile project we have been able 
to transform the Narthex into a mor 
welcoming space for those who enter our 
Church Building.  
We were able to do this because of your 
giving since we have not had to make debt 
payments this has been able to free up 
some funds for some much-needed TLC in 
our building.  
We have some work at the Parsonage that 
needs to be completed during the pastoral 
transition along with other work around the 
building.   
If you want to give to these projects contact 
the Church office so we can let you know 
what future projects are needing funds.  

 



 



 
 


