ANGEL TREE 2021
I hope you and your loved ones are having a fun time
getting ready for the upcoming Christmas season!
Our Angel Tree project is fast approaching, and we
need your help! Each year, your generosity provides
an opportunity for our congregation to extend the
hope of the Gospel through delivering Christmas gifts
on behalf of parents and guardians who are not able
to do so on their own. Your faithful giving and
participation are so appreciated!

Our fundraiser lunch and dessert auction

will be Sunday 11/21!
Please contact me (Abigail) if you'd like to help with
the lunch or with our Youth Angel Tree shopping at:
youth@tahlequahumc.org

P.S. Merry Christmas!

Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth! 2 Serve the Lord with celebration! Come before him with
shouts of joy! 3 Know that the Lord is God— he made us; we belong to him. We are his people, the sheep of
his own pasture. 4 Enter his gates with thanks; enter his courtyards with praise! Thank him! Bless his name!
5 Because the Lord is good, his loyal love lasts forever; his faithfulness lasts generation after generation.
Psalm 100 Common English Bible
When reflecting on the words “thank you” I came across this story in a google search on “Thank You” from
Brett & Kate McKay, “The Spiritual Disciplines: Gratitude,” ArtofManliness.Com (5-28-18)
A quarter-century ago, a middle-aged pastor and writer named William Stidger was
reflecting on his gratitude for a teacher he had in his youth who’d introduced him to
great literature and sparked a love for the written word that had helped prepare him
for his future vocations. Realizing he had never thanked her for the way she had
touched his life, he decided to “atone” for this omission, and that very night penned
her a handwritten letter of thanks. Just a few days later, he received a reply; written in
shaky scrawl, it read:
My Dear Willie, I am now an old lady in my 80’s, living alone in a small room, cooking
my own meals, lonely and seemingly like the last leaf of fall left behind. You will be
interested to know, Willie, that I taught school for 50 years and, in all that time, yours
is the first note of appreciation I ever received. It came on a blue, cold morning, and it
cheered my lonely old heart as nothing has cheered me in many years.
Who do you need to write, say, text, email or other forms of communication the words “thank you”? The
writer of this Psalm 100 conveys his thankfulness to God. We should be thankful for the love God has for us.
It is always there no matter where we are on life’s journey.
I am thankful for God who has placed me to serve here as your Pastor. I am thankful for you as you read this
even if we have never met in person. I am thankful for those who have gone before me and help lay the
path I follow. I am thankful for my wife and kids. I am thankful for my friends. I am thankful for God who is
constantly working on me and through me.
Think about that person you need to say, “thank you” to and just do it. It may change their lives and it will
shape yours as well.
God be with you in every step and every breath you take.
Pastor Matt Franks

“Rejoice always. Pray continually. Give thanks in every situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18
Rudyard Kipling was one of the few old writers who had opportunity to enjoy his success while he lived. One time a
newspaper reporter came up to him and said, "Mr. Kipling, I just read that somebody calculated that the money you make
from your writings amounts to over a hundred dollars a word. Mr. Kipling raised his eyebrows and said, "Really, I wasn’t
aware of that." The reporter cynically reached down into his pocket and pulled out a one-hundred-dollar bill and gave it to
Kipling and said, "Here’s a hundred-dollar bill, Mr. Kipling. Now, you give me one of your hundred-dollar words." Kipling
looked at the hundred-dollar bill for a moment, took it and folded it up and put it in his pocket and said, "Thanks." It’s true,
‘Thanks’ is a hundred-dollar word. It’s a word we probably don’t say often enough. And being thankful is an attitude we
probably don’t have enough.
The words thank you seem so simple and so light that I believe they are taken for granted sometimes. I know working with
college students I am told quite a bit thank you and I truly appreciate every student who takes the time to come to me and
thank me. It brings me great joy to see a student go to one of our volunteers and thank them personally. I believe if a person
lives a grateful life, they are truly happier than a person who lives through life believing they are owed something and don’t
have to be thankful for anything.
All this is to say I am so very grateful. My church family is truly the heart and soul of my ordination journey. As I look back on
my journey, I know each step that I took, I had so many of you prodding, pulling, pushing me onward and forward to
becoming ordained.
The outpouring of texts, calls, cards, gifts, and LOVE astound me and leave me speechless. My cup is running over and over
and over again. Each morning as I spend time alone with God, I STILL thank God for the Board of Ordain ministry approving
me and the blessing of serving as your associate pastor and director of a campus ministry. Every night I go to bed not
counting sheep but counting my blessings. Please know each and every one of you are counted as part of my blessings. So, I
don’t think that saying thanks is nearly enough but please know from the bottom of my heart I am so very grateful.
This season of being thankful. Who in your life needs to hear that hundred-dollar word?
God Loves You and So Do I!
Peace & Love,
Pastor Shana

NEWS FROM THE WESLEY
The NSU Wesley Foundation has been busy loving on
our college students, and our community. We opened
our food pantry which is called Love Thy Neighbor last
week. We served 9 students the first week we were
open. This food pantry is geared towards our college
students, and we are so blessed with this opportunity.
We continue on serving the Day Center on Thursday’s
with making 140 sandwiches for those in need of a
meal.
Our Wesley Wednesdays is going GREAT! We serve
between 150 and 200 students from 11 -2 every
Wednesday. At 12:15 I share a short scripture and
devotional with the crowd, and we offer communion
outside.
Our Discipleship programs take place on Monday
Evenings and Worship on Wednesday nights.
Our mission project supplying coats for those in need
begin this week. If you have any good used coats that
you would like to donate please bring them to the
church on Sunday or to the Wesley anytime during the
week. Normal Club Cleaners has generously offered to
clean them for us. We love this project helping those
who need a warm coat for the winter.
Thanksgiving break will be upon us soon and we will be
serving NSU Basketball girls’ team while they stay here
during the break.
Always mission and love can be found at the NSU
Wesley, and we are so very grateful for your support to
this campus ministry.
GOD LOVES YOU ALL AND SO DO WE!
Peace and Love Always,
Pastor Shana and NSU Wesley Leadership Team

Please Turn in your 2022
Estimate of Giving and 2022
Service Cards to the office.
You can download fill it out online at
https://www.tahlequahumc.org/give
or pick a copy up under the TV in the
Narthex.

•
•
•
•

Giving Options at TUMC
In-person offerings may be dropped in the offering box in
the Sanctuary at the entry/exit on Sundays.
Offerings can also be mailed or dropped off at the church
office 300 W. Delaware, Tahlequah Ok 74464
Online Giving at www.tahlequahumc.org/give
Through your Bank or Credit Union via Auto Check

Building Mortgage as of
10.27.21
$149,351.49

If you want to support one of these ministries by adopting an
apportionment please let the Church Office know.

