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We had a wonderful year with our Wednesday 
Kids Connect. On our last day we gathered and 
went to Cherokee County Nursing Home. There 
all the children sang and passed out cards they 
made. Many hearts were touched that day. Then 
we returned to the church for a fun ice cream 
sundae party. We will not meet over the summer 
and will start back after the new school year 
begins. 
 
Now as we enter into summer, we are preparing 
for Vacation Bible School. This year VBS will be 
June 10-13 from 5:30-7:30pm. Please go 
to tahlequahumc.org to register. 
 
If you enjoy working with children and would like 
to help with VBS, please let Ashley Franks 
know. You can reach her at (405) 922-1203 
or kidsfirst@tahlequahumc.org.  
There are many ways you can help support our 
children! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The youth will be going to camp June 17th- 
21st at Egan! Youth on Wednesday from 5:10 
to 7:45! We are still looking for a Sunday 
school teacher. If you are interested please 
contact Jayme at 918-348-9037 
or youth@tahleqauhumc.org.  
 
We are super excited for this summer!! If you 
would like to volunteer with us this summer let 
Jayme know!!  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU ! TUMC  

The thank you canôt be big enough to express 
all the love you showed to the Wesley during 
finals week. We had just enough fresh fruit, 
veggies, sandwiches, and desserts for our 
wonderful Wesley students! We served over 
1,100 meals over those five days; it was all 
worth it for our college student to know that God 
loves them, and we do too.  

We are working hard over the next couple of 
months getting ready for the fall semester. 
Please continue to keep us in your prayers.  

Thank you so much again from all of us at the 
Wesley.  

God loves you and so do I. 

Pastor Shana 

 

 

Living in the Promise 
ñ3 By his divine power the Lord has given us everything we need for life and godliness through the 
knowledge of the one who called us by his own honor and glory. 4 Through his honor and glory he has 
given us his precious and wonderful promises, that you may share the divine nature and escape from the 
worldôs immorality that sinful craving produces. 

5 This is why you must make every effort to add moral excellence to your faith; and to moral excellence, 
knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, endurance; and to endurance, 
godliness;7 and to godliness, affection for others; and to affection for others, love.8 If all these are yours and 
they are growing in you, theyôll keep you from becoming inactive and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.ò  2 Peter 1:3-8 

 Living in the promise of Godôs unconditional love is a beautiful image to me. Sharing that promise with 
others daily is an honor for me. I have the blessed opportunity to deliver Holy Communion to some of our 
church members who are unable to come to church for one reason or another. This is TRULY one of my 
favorite jobs. Visiting with the members and listening to their stories, joys and concerns fill my heart.  

Living out, these Christian traits is truly a practice. It seems to me that some of these traits are easier than 
others but in the end, the ultimate life experience is that living into Godliness brings you more aware of how 
you are living in the Promise that our Lord and Savior has given us. If you know of someone who is need 
of a visit, or would love to have Communion brought to them, please call the church office or email me and 
to let me know. Iôm always told that they feel so blessed when I come and bring communion, but I truly 
believe it is a two-way street I feel just as blessed. Remember God loves you and so do I! 

 

Peace & Love Always, 

Pastor Shana 

 

 

 

Thank You for sending Children, Youth and Adults To Summer Camp. Our goal of making 
sure our children, youth, and adults were supported going to Summer Camps at Egan 

were met. 
 

Thanks, 
Pastor Matt, 

Pastor Shana, 
Ashley Franks~ Childrenôs Director 

Jayme Hayes ~Youth Director 
 

http://tahlequahumc.org/
mailto:kidsfirst@tahlequahumc.org
mailto:youth@tahleqauhumc.org


 
  

Ice Cream Social June 9th at 5 p.m. 
Mark your calendars for a tasty fun night of 
fellowship. June 9th at 5:00 pm in the Activity 
Building. Bring your favorite Ice Cream, 
homemade or not and come share with us. This 
will be a time for us as a church family to welcome 
in summer. We will provide the bowls and spoons 
you provide the Ice Cream. If you donôt want to 
bring or canôt bring an Ice Cream please STILL 
COME we will have plenty. Hope to see you there.  
 
Donuts with Dads June 16th 9 a.m. 
June 16th we will be honoring our dads. All men 
are welcomed to come to the Atrium that Sunday 
morning at 9 a.m., we will have donuts, and 
breakfast pastries as well as juice and milk. Come 
sit for a bit take a picture with your child or children 
and let us honor ALL the men of the church. 
 
Upcoming Picnic  July 21st 5 p.m.  
Save the date of July 21st. We will be having an 
all-church picnic that everyone is invited to. At 5 
pm at Cherokee Landing on Tenkiller Lake. The 
church van will be going out and can give you a 
ride if you would like. It will be a pot-luck. More 
details will be coming as time gets closer. Save 
the date! It will be a GREAT Time had by all.  
 
 
 
To help with any and all of these events contact 

Angela Dry at  shanadry@yahoo.com 
 

From The Oklahoma Volunteers In Mission Office 
Once again, Oklahoma is facing significant damage caused by Spring weather. While not as intense as previous 

years, the accumulative effect of a very wet Spring, together with some small tornadoes, is giving us lots to do to clean 
up and restore peopleôs homes. 

And, we are not out of the woods yet! More rain is expected in the next few days; some tornadoes touched 
down on Wednesday night; loose barges on the Arkansas river near Webber Falls could affect the locks on the dam; 
and the increased release rate of the Keystone Dam near Tulsa is causing deep concern about flooding. 
We will clearly need ERT and VIM teams to assist in mucking out and in rebuilding efforts. However, it is too early to 
know exactly when and where our efforts will be needed. 

This is one of the most dispersed effects of flooding we have seen in our state, spreading from west to east 
right across the state. We are in the process of gathering information, meeting with our Disaster Response partners, 
and setting up staging areas for the ERTs to be accommodated. It is likely there will be a number of these around the 
state. 

For now, three things are needed: 

¶ Your prayers for those affected by these events! In so many cases, the most vulnerable of our residents are 
the ones left without resources or alternatives when events like this overtake them. They need to know they 
are wrapped in ours and in Godôs love. 

¶ Donations! These recent events are unlikely to draw either a national emergency declaration or significant 
media coverage. So, resources for recovery will be stretched thinly! Please consider a gift directly to our 
Annual Conference Disaster Relief efforts. You will find a donate button below. alternatively, you can send in 
your check, made out to Oklahoma UMC with ñOK Disaster Reliefò in the memo line to: 1501 NW 24th St, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73106. Donations call also be made to UMCOR online: www.umcmission.org/umcor/give 

¶ Prepare to send your team. Please indicate your interest in serving by using the link below. This is only an 
indication of your availability at this stage. You will be contacted as we firm up our response so that we can 
allocate time and place of service. Be prepared, at this stage, largely for mucking out work. 

We are in the process of setting up a Response Hotline for those interested in serving. For those needing to 
register their own situation for possible assistance, please encourage them to call Heartline at 211. This will ensure 
their case is properly processed through the response system. 

There is going to be a large need for UMCOR Cleaning Kits (used to be called flood buckets). With Annual 
Conference next week, it is not too late to put effort into assembling as many kits as possible and asking your 
delegates to AC to bring them to the Conference Ministry Center! We will announce distribution locations as soon as 
possible. 

Rev. Jeremy Basset, the Director of the Oklahoma UM Office of Mission, (cell: 405,590-5738) and Tim McHugh, 
the recently appointed Conference Director of Disaster Response, will be guiding our response. 
 

Thoughts from Pastor Matt 
We will be working with OKVIM and our Local Emergency Management to provide the best help we can. Right now, we 
are in a holding pattern, but we plan on being in with this for the long haul. This is a marathon process, not a sprint. 
Anyway, you can help is appreciated. Our June Piety Pig offering will go toward United Methodist Committee on Relief 
for the Oklahoma Relief Effort.  

 

Mission Trip to Community  
Food Bank of NE Oklahoma 

 
On Saturday, May 18,  a Local Mission Team spent the day in Tulsa. This was the second 

of four planned trips to the Food Bank in Tulsa this year.  
The morning was spent in preparing packages of foods to be used in the Back Pack program.  With 
schools closing for the summer, this would be the last weekend of the program; students in need of 
food help during the summer will be moving over to other distribution programs. 

As a change of pace, the afternoon was devoted to repackaging fresh squash into 5-pound 
sacks. Those will become parts of summer food supplement activities. 
Food distributed from the Food Bank in Tulsa to more than 425 local projects supports an average 
of more than half-a-million meals each week. 
 
Our next scheduled trip to the Tulsa Food Bank will be on August 10 (Saturday).  
Please plan to be with us. Contact the church office if you want to attend.  
 
 

http://www.umcmission.org/umcor/give


 

We Are In This Together. 
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:27 (CEB) You are the body of Christ and parts of each other. Phil Jackson is quoted as 
saying, ñThe strength of the team is each individual member. The strength of each member is the team.ò  We need 
each other.  
 

The Church is only as strong as those who live into the baptismal covenant that you answer to when you join our 
church.  

ñDo you agree to faithfully participate in our ministries by your prayers, your presence,  
your gifts, your service, and your witness.?ò 

When we faithfully participate, transformation happens.  
 

If you have ever noticed at all times, I wear two bracelets. The yellow one says, ñBelief + Action = transformation.ò The 
brown bracelet is Wesleyôs Three Simple rules: Do No Harm, Do Good, and Stay in Love with God. I wear these to 
hold me accountable to the Baptismal Covenant that I agreed to 20 years this coming October. 
 

In the last few years of my journey, I have seen that when people who are connected to the Church faithfully live into 
this baptismal covenant transformation happens. This summer I want to invite you to join us to faithfully participate 
through your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. And remember that we are parts of the body and parts of 
each other and we need you.    

 

Thank You! 
Thank you! Because of this Churchôs commitment to helping their Pastors continue their education, this past year I was 
selected by the Cabinet to participate in the Creating Culture Renewal Track One training offered by Rebekah Simon 
Peter.  We just had our closing retreat in the middle of May, and I graduated, and I will be gearing up for Track Two in 
August.  
 

Thank you for this opportunity. Some of you have been asked to help me along the way with running some of the 
exercises or being part of my Leadership Team. Thank you for service. Be on the lookout, I may be reaching out to a 
few more of you for some help in Track Two. Or if you want me to help your group with some basic group building 
exercises, I would love to visit your group.  
 

There were three things I learned in CCR that have helped me become better at leading the Church. The first is the 
Platinum Rule. This rule calls us to treat others how they want to be treated. We all have ways we want to be treated. 
When you can begin to understand how others want to be treated and be utilized, amazing things can happen.  
 

The Second thing I gleaned from CCR was the Four corners exercise. A few of you have run this exercise with me. What 
the Four corners exercise shows groups to see how people within the group operate. We do not all operate as one mind 
but many. An example: People-oriented people need Project Oriented People so that way things can get done and 
Project Oriented People need People Oriented people to help them see the impact their decision has on people. 
 

The Third thing I learned but was more reminded of is that it is ok for me to be me. Far too often we find ourselves being 
pushed away from who we are created to be. Through CCR, the Four Corners Exercise, DiSC assessment and using 
Cliftonôs Strength-Based Leadership Material, I have been able to better understand myself and the ways I lead and be 
ok with it.  
 

Thank you for this opportunity and I am looking forward to Track Two in August.  

 

The End is the New Beginning 
We are coming to an end of our Revelation Sermon Series. It has been fun talking with some of you 
who have been at the Tuesday noon group or those who have joined through our online Pastors Study 
which can be found here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/tumcpastorsstudy/  I am hoping this fall to 
have a Bible Study group at noon on Tuesdays, more info to come next month. But from time to time 
this Summer Shana and I will be doing some things live via the Pastors Study Facebook group.  
 

Our Fall kick off All Church Study 
The last two years we have looked at various Adam Hamilton books on various biblical characters. 
Starting September 8th, we will be working through Adam Hamiltonôs book called Enough Revised 
Edition: Discovering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity 

 
Amazon.com describe this book the best:  
 

Enough is an invitation to rediscover the Bibleôs wisdom when it comes to prudent financial 
practices. In these pages are found the keys to experiencing contentment, overcoming fear, and 
discovering joy through simplicity and generosity. This book could change your life by changing 
your relationship with money. 

 
Dave Ramsey, New York Times Best-Selling Author and Nationally Syndicated Radio Talk Show Host 
said:  

ñWe Americans love our stuff. Weôre living in a fast-paced, me-first, instant-gratification world, 
and itôs finally catching up to us. Debt is out of control, homes are in foreclosure ... even banks 
are going out of business. What the world needs today is the message of contentment and 
simplicity, and thatôs exactly what Pastor Adam Hamilton delivers in Enough.ò 

 
Retired Bishop Will Willimon wrote:  

ñOnce again, Adam Hamilton is leading the church; óEnough is enoughô was once a Wesleyan 
watchword. Adam breathes new life into the Wesleyan commitment to simplicity. Amid a culture 
of greed and conspicuous consumption, Adam calls us to a biblically based, evangelical joy of 
having the faith to say óenough is enough.ôò 

 
If you want to pick up a copy ahead of us having some you can find it on Amazon and Cokesbury. 
There is a copy for the Kindle as well. More info will come in Julyôs Tahlequah Testament.  
 
See you around,  
Pastor Matt Franks 

 


